
POLICY ON STORMWATER MANAGEMENT COMPLIANCE 
 
 

I. POLICY STATEMENT 
 

Auburn University ("The University") shall manage its stormwater in compliance with the 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit ALR040030 ("The 
Permit"), or subsequent permits, and the University's Stormwater Management Plan. 

 
II. POLICY PRINCIPLES 

 

A. The University's "Policy on Stormwater Management Compliance" governs the University's 
Stormwater Management Program. This Policy guides the University in administering the 
requirements and procedures of the Permit as required of the University and as 
administered by the Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM). 

 
B. Regulatory Background: 

 
1. The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and ADEM have designated 

the University as an owner/operator of a Phase II municipal separate storm sewer 
system (MS4). The EPA's Clean Water Act Phase II Stormwater Regulations 
(implemented March 2003) require operators of regulated Phase II MS4s to obtain an 
NPDES permit and to develop a stormwater management program designed to protect 
water quality and to prevent harmful pollutants in stormwater runoff from being 
discharged into the MS4. 

 
2. The intent of the Clean Water Act Phase II regulations is to reduce adverse impacts to 

water quality and aquatic habitat by instituting the use of best management practices on 
sources of stormwater discharges not regulated by other measures. In order to comply 
with the Clean Water Act Phase II regulations, the University must satisfy six "minimum 
control measures," including: 

 
a. Public Education and Outreach 

 
b. Public Participation/Involvement 

 
c. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

 
d. Construction Site Runoff Control 

 
e. Post-Construction  Stormwater Management 

 
f. Pollution Prevention/Good  Housekeeping 

 
3. Parkerson Mill Creek was determined to be "Impaired Water" and consequently placed 
on the ADEM 303(d) list of impaired and threatened waters ("303(d) list") in 2008 and 
2010. Known water quality concerns have been identified as pathogens resulting likely 
from urban runoff and sewer cross connections. A Total Daily Maximum Load (TMDL)  
for Parkerson Mill Creek was issued by ADEM in September 2011. Implementation of 
this stormwater TMDL was addressed in the Permit. 



C. A University Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP) has been created and annually 
updated since 2009. The SWMP was created in compliance with EPA and ADEM 
requirements as identified in the Permit and in concert with the Campus Master Plan, the 
Landscape Master Plan and the Policy for Natural Resource Management. The SWMP 
details the measures that are to be taken to meet the six minimum control measures 
identified above, identifies the University entity(s) having responsibility towards each 
measure and the metrics to evaluate their effectiveness. 

 
D. It is University policy that all stormwater shall be managed in accordance with the SWMP 

and that all University organizations and non-University organizations operating on 
University's main campus shall conduct their operations and activities in compliance with 
this plan. 

 
Ill.  EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

This policy is in affect as of June 15, 2016. 
 
IV. APPLICABILITY 

 

This policy applies to all University organizations, as well as all University operations, 
construction projects, and other campus activities. 

 
V. POLICY MANAGEMENT 

 

Responsible Office: Auburn University Facilities Management 

Responsible Executive: Executive Vice President, Auburn University 

Responsible Officer: Associate Vice President, Facilities 

VI. DEFINITIONS 
 

303(d) List: List of impaired and threatened waters (stream/river segments, lakes) that the 
Clean Water Act requires all states to submit for EPA approval every two years on even- 
numbered years. States identify all waters where required pollution controls are not sufficient 
to attain or maintain applicable water quality standards, and establish priorities for 
development of TMDLs based on the severity of the pollution and the sensitivity of the uses to 
be made of the waters, among other factors. States then provide a long-term plan for 
completing TMDLs within 8 to 13 years from first listing. 

 
ADEM: Alabama Department of Environmental Management, the governing body 
responsible for enforcing environmental regulations in the State of Alabama. 

 
Best Management Practices (BMP): Activities or structural improvements that help reduce 
the quantity and improve the quality of stormwater runoff. BMP include treatment 
requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control site runoff, spillage or leaks, 
sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw material storage. 

 
Campus Master Plan: As stipulated in the University's "Campus and Capital Projects  
Planning Policy," the Campus Master Plan "is a physical plan and comprehensive set of policy 
directives that together provide long-range strategies for the growth and development of the 
Auburn University campus." The Campus Master Plan is updated periodically, as required, and 
the Board of Trustees reviews and approves all changes. 2 
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Campus Master Plan Land Use Element: The chapter of the Campus Master Plan that 
establishes formal Land Use Categories and Land Use Area boundaries that define permitted 
uses for all University Land. 

 
Clean Water Act (CWA): Act passed by the United States Congress to control water pollution, 
formally called the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972 or Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act Amendments of 1972. 

 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): United States agency responsible for protecting 
human health and the environment. 

 
Executive Facilities Committee: Appointed by the President, a senior group of University 
Administrators, representing major facility stakeholders, that considers and formulates 
recommendations for the President, regarding campus facility plans and programs. 

 
Landscape Master Plan (LMP): Developed as a component, or sub-plan, of the Campus 
Master Plan, the LMP provides prescriptive requirements of a design approach that will guide 
the University toward implementation and realization of the landscape vision for the Auburn 
campus.  The LMP document aids in defining the project scope of each campus project that 
affects Auburn University exterior facilities and provides tools designed to ensure that each 
project is viewed within its larger campus context and contributes to the success of the larger 
campus landscape. 

 
Master Plan Committee: A representative committee appointed by the President that provides 
input regarding facilities, planning, transportation planning, land planning, infrastructure, and 
site development activities. The Committee also provides input on the continuing administration, 
maintenance, implementation, change, and updating of the Campus Master Plan. 

 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4): is a conveyance or system of conveyances 
owned by a state, city, town, village or other public entity that discharges to waters of the U.S. 

 
Natural Resource Management Area (NR): The Campus Master Plan Land Use Category 
and Land Use Area, identified on the Campus Master Plan as "NR," that identifies areas of the 
campus that are designated for natural resource protection and enhancement with limited 
development potential. NR areas include land located on either side of Parkerson Mill Creek 
and Town Creek and their tributaries, FEMA 100- year floodplains, wetlands, streams, steep 
slopes, and critical buffer zones. 

 
NPDES: National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System. The national program for issuing, 
modifying, revoking, reissuing, terminating, monitoring, and enforcing permits and for imposing 
and enforcing pretreatment requirements under sections 307, 318, 402, and 405 of the Clean 
Water Act (CWA). 

 
Parkerson Mill Creek: One of two principal stream systems, including all tributaries and 
main channel streams, that flows on the University main campus (see appendix  1);  a 
tributary of Chewacla Creek, which flows into the Tallapoosa River. 

 
Parkerson Mill Creek Watershed: Area of land on the University main campus that drains the 
tributaries, main channel, stream banks, and floodplain of Parkerson Mill Creek (see appendix 
1). 

http://www.auburn.edu/administration/facilities/organization/university-architect/campus-master-plan/planning-elements.html
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Pathogens: Microorganisms that can cause disease in other organisms or in humans, animals, 
and plants. They may be bacteria, viruses, or parasites and are found in sewage, in runoff from 
animal farms or rural areas populated with domestic and/or wild animals, and in water used for 
swimming. Fish and shellfish contaminated by pathogens, or the contaminated water itself, can 
cause serious illnesses. 

 
Permit:  The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit 
ALR040030 issued to Auburn University. 

 
Policy for Natural Resource Management: University policy that implements the Campus 
Master Plan Land Use Element as it relates to University Land designated as natural resource 
protection and enhancement areas with limited development potential, including the protection,  
enhancement, and restoration of Parkerson Mill Creek, Town Creek, and the              
tributaries within their watersheds on the main campus. 

 
Stormwater: Runoff occurring when precipitation flows over the ground. Impervious surfaces 
like driveways, sidewalks, and streets prevent stormwater runoff from naturally soaking into  
the ground. These discharges often contain pollutants in quantities that could adversely affect 
water quality. Federal regulations require permits for stormwater discharges associated with 
industrial activity, construction projects (disturbing one or more acre of land) and MS4s. These 
permits require controls to reduce the transport of pollutants in storm water to waters of the 
United States. 

 
Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP): University plan developed for the implementation of 
NPDES permit requirements. 

 
Stormwater Management Program: University plans, procedures and practices required by 
EPA and ADEM to obtain NPDES MS4 permit and NPDES construction stormwater permits for 
construction projects (disturbing one or more acre of land). 

 
Stormwater Pollutant: Chemicals, sediment, trash, disease-carrying organisms, and other 
contaminants picked up by stormwater as it runs off roofs and roads into rivers, streams and 
other water bodies. Studies show that stormwater pollution rivals sewage plants and large 
factories as a source of damaging pollutants in drinking water and at water bodies. 

 
TMDL: Total Maximum Daily Load designates the calculated maximum amount of pollutant that 
a body of water can receive and still safely meet water quality standards. TMDL= Wasteload 
Allocation (NPS) + Load Allocation (PS) + Margin of Safety. 

 
Town Creek: One of two principal stream systems, including all tributaries and main channel 
streams that flow on the University main campus (see appendix 1); a tributary of Chewacla 
Creek, which flows into the Tallapoosa River. 

 
Town Creek Watershed: Area of land on the Auburn University main campus that drains the 
tributaries, main channel, stream banks, and floodplain of Town Creek (see appendix 1). 

 
University Land: All land owned or leased by Auburn University. 

 
VII. POLICY PROCEDURES 

 

A. Auburn University Facilities Management ("Facilities Management") will administer this 
policy on behalf of the University. 
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B. The University's Department of Risk Management and Safety is primarily responsible for 
reporting the University's compliance efforts, maintaining the University's SWMP and 
facilitating progress with other University groups that have responsibility towards the 
Permit's overall objective 

 
C. Facilities Management shall establish a Stormwater Management Committee 

(SWMC) as a subcommittee of the Master Plan Committee. The SWMC shall: 
 

1. Develop, implement, and maintain a Stormwater Management Program to, comply with 
the Permit, at a minimum, with a goal to have Parkerson Mill Creek removed from the 
303(d) list between 2016 and 2021 consistent with 303d list guidelines; 

 
2. Review and update the SWMP as needed; 

 
3. Develop a checklist to ensure compliance with this policy and the management plans 

described herein. 
 

D. The SWMC will include members from the Master Plan Committee as well as additional 
ad hoc representatives, to include, but not limited to, the Alabama Cooperative Extension 
System; Athletics Department; Campus Planning; College of Agriculture; College of 
Sciences and Mathematics; Design and Construction; Housing & Residence Life; 
Landscape Services; the Office of Risk Management and Safety; the Office of 
Sustainability; the School of Forestry; and Division of Student Affairs. 

 
VIII. SANCTIONS 

 

This Policy serves as the regulatory mechanism to prohibit activities on University Land that 
would be non-compliant with either the Permit or the Stormwater Program. 
In the event of non-compliant activity by an organizational unit of the University, the 
appropriate chain of command will be used to bring the activity back into compliance or cause 
it to stop.  In the event of intentional non-compliant activity by a student(s), the Code of 
Student Discipline may apply. For intentional non-compliant activities by a University 
employee(s), progressive discipline measures may apply. For intentional or negligent non- 
compliant activities resulting from a University Contractor, work stoppage, formal project 
review, and appropriate corrective actions may apply. 

 
IX. EXCEPTIONS 

 

This policy applies to the Auburn University main campus.  All other University Land is 
exempt. 

 
X. INTERPRETATION 

 

The Responsible Officer is authorized to interpret questions and issues regarding the 
requirements and applicability of this policy. 

 
 

ADOPTED: June 15, 2016 



 

APPENDIX1 
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